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November, 2011 
Dear Artist: 
 
Enclosed please find the Application for the 42nd Monmouth Festival of the Arts.  You have received this packet 
either as a past participant in the Festival, through an inquiry from you, or because a member of the Festival 
Committee has seen your work at another venue. 
 
Jurying dates will be January 29, 2012, for Photography, Fine Crafts and Jewelry, and February 12, 2012, for 
Fine Arts at Monmouth Reform Temple, 332 Hance Avenue, Tinton Falls, NJ.  Receiving day is April 30, 2012.  
The Festival will take place May 5th through May 9, 2012, beginning with our Pre-Opening Gala Reception the 
evening of May 5th and run through May 9, 2012. 
 
If you wish to be juried, please see the enclosed Application Form for details on bringing your artwork.  If one or 
more of your pieces is accepted, the Artist Management Committee will notify you by e-mail or regular mail. If 
you are accepted, the following conditions apply:  
 

♦ For hanging art (painting, photography, mixed media, pastels, graphite, etching etc.), up to two pieces 
may be juried into the Festival.  In addition, we will accept up to 8 matted portfolio pieces protected by 
clear film (giclee is accepted for portfolio only and must be identified as such). 

♦ For sculpture, a maximum of 6 pieces may be accepted.   
♦ For fine crafts (ceramics, glass, hanging fiber, wearable fiber, jewelry, metal, wood and furniture), your 

body of work will be judged.  After acceptance, the maximum number of pieces which may be entered in 
the show are:   
 

25 in jewelry  5 in furniture  6 in hanging fiber 
20 pieces for ceramics, glass, wearable fiber, metal and wood 

 
Monmouth Festival of the Arts is unique in many ways and we hope beneficial to you as an artist. 

♦ It is a multi-faceted event that attracts over 2500 visitors from the tri-state area. 
♦ Over 225 artists in all media exhibit their work in this professionally designed show. 
♦ Work will be juried by reputable artists in their field (biographies on reverse side). 
♦ Artists need not be present because our trained volunteers handle sales. 
♦ Artists’ cost is $20 per medium for jurying with no additional cost for exhibiting. 
♦ Participating artists are invited to the Saturday night Pre-Opening Gala Reception.  
♦ Artists are encouraged to join us during the Festival to meet the public and enjoy the activities as the 

Festival’s guest. 
♦ Festival receives 1/3 commission on all sales. 
♦ Art can be hand-delivered or shipped. 
♦ Unsold works can be picked up or shipped (in original cartons) at the artist’s expense. 
♦ MFA is publicized through all types of media in the tri-state area. 

 
The application form plus a $20.00 non-refundable application fee for each medium made payable to 
MRT/MFA, must be received by January 10, 2012.  We look forward to seeing you and your new work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Arlene Berg & Amy Hand 
Chairs of Art Selection 

Monmouth Reform Temple 
332 Hance Avenue 

Tinton Falls, NJ 07724 
732.747.8278 

Website: www.monmouthfestivalofthearts.com 
Email: festival@monmouthfestivalofthearts.com

  



JUROR’S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Richard Gaffney, Photography:  Richard is a photographer, teacher, lecturer, and juror, 
having started in photography over thirty five years ago. He opened River Lake Photography 
in 1989 a portrait and wedding business located in Monmouth county New Jersey. Richard 
has earned countless awards for his photography over the years in state and international 
competitions. As a member of the Professional photographers Association of New Jersey he 
served as president of the central region earning the fellow of photography degree, and is a 
life member. He is a long time member of the professional photographers of America earning 
the Master of photography, Photographic Craftsman degrees and is a certified professional 
Photographer. Richard was selected by Adobe as a beta tester for Photoshop version 12, CS 
5. His images have been published in Professional Photographer, and Photo shop user 
magazines.  
 
Stephen McKenzie, Fine Crafts: Stephen is an artist, printmaker, educator and 
administrator. He received his MFA degree at Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of the 
Arts in New Brunswick, New Jersey. His major focus was on drawing and printmaking. Since 
graduation he has continued to work in printmaking and drawing using a variety of media. 
Professionally, he has been an adjunct instructor, worked as an assistant master printer at 
the Center for Innovative Printmaking at Rutgers University and has participated as a Printer 
for several Monothons held at the Center for Contemporary Printmaking in Norwalk, CT.  He 
gained administrative experience as an Administrative Director at the Printmaking Council of 
New Jersey. Presently he is in the position of Manager for The Newark Museum Arts 
Workshop, where he oversees the adult studio programs in the arts as well as the Joseph A. 
Konrad Artist-in-Residence program.  Stephen has been a guest artist and instructor in many 
colleges in the tri-state area and in Canada.  He has had a number of one person shows as 
well as and being honored with a number of Best in Show Awards in the United States and 
Canada and most recently Berlin, Germany.  
 
Jill Hurant, Jewelry:  Jill is an accomplished jeweler who has exhibited nationally. She has 
been published in several Lark jewelry books, including 1000 Rings as well as being 
published in the Lapidary Journal. She attended the University of Cincinnati and Fashion 
Institute of Technology in NYC.  Jill also went to several institutions for her metal studies 
including the Jewelry Arts Institute/ Kulicke-Starke in New York . Her awards include the 
Carol Duke Award of Excellence at the Bellevue Arts Museum in Bellevue, Washington . 
Because of her intricate design she was one of the finalists for the Saul Bell Award in Rio 
Grande , New Mexico . Jill has taught several classes including the Newark Museum of Art 
and most recently at the College of Art in Maryland . 
 
James Yarosh, Fine Arts: James is the owner of James Yarosh Associates Fine Art Gallery. 
Established in 1996, the gallery is known for its progressive stable of contemporary artists 
trained in the classical Russian tradition. He honed his eye as a student at Bridgeview Fine 
Art Academy in New York and through study at the world's greatest museums. His active role 
in bringing fine art to his NJ gallery through charity endeavors and designer show homes 
brought him to the national stage, and his designs have been the subject of features in 
magazines such as New York Spaces, Art & Antiques, and Design NJ. He also has appeared 
on HGTV. New Jersey Life magazine honored his gallery with an A-List award, and it was 
chosen as top pick for the Best Gallery Award by Monmouth Health & Life magazine. James’ 
own series of oil paintings, “A Family Portrait,” was featured as a solo window presentation at 
the Art Alliance of Red Bank in May, 2011. www.jamesyarosh.com 


